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vention on the part of France would be a positive danger to the
Franco-Russian Alliance. Sazonoff adopted a different tone in an
interview he gave to the Petrograd correspondent of The Times
on May 27, when he stated that the Poles would receive a "just
and equitable autonomy in the greatest degree adjusted to their
future life," and might look forward to the "dawn of a new era."
It would have been more to the point if he had mentioned some-
thing done by his Government to relieve the distress of the Poles,
upwards of a million in number, who had been forcibly evacuated
into Russia by the Grand Duke Nicholas before his retirement
from Warsaw. This compulsory exodus was one of the most
agonizing features of the Russian retreat; many of these Poles
perished miserably in the interior of Russia.
The plight of the Poles had been bad in 1914-15, but was
infinitely worse in 1915-16, in Russian Poland, which had been
devastated, in imitation of the tactics that had baffled Napoleon,
by the Russians. Famine stalked the countryside, and was not
relieved by the Germans, who, on the contrary, were accused, in
the Allied Press, of "taking food out of starving Poland." The
Germans denied the allegation, but in Ludendorff's Own Story,
that general said: "Naturally, we continued to make . . . use of
the country for the prosecution of the War." As naturally, the
Allies objected to the importation of supplies into Poland by
outside agencies except on terms to which the Germans would
not agree. Thus the noble activities of Hoover and the Relief
Commission were defeated. Private efforts continued and did
much good.
POLISH PROPAGANDA  IN ENGLAND
All these relief activities directed attention to the Polish Question,
and more was heard of its possible solution in the re-creation of
an independent State of Poland, not only in the United States,
but also among the Allies, where propaganda in this sense was at
work. Other Poles, besides Dmowski, vigorously promoted the
Polish cause in London. A Polish Information Committee was
formed by Casimir Proszynski a few weeks after the beginning of
the War. The aim of the committee was to help in the release of